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Purpose of Assessment: 
The purpose of assessing the Dia de los Muertos is to determine if students are able to articulate one learned 
aspect about the respective cultural community(ies) presented after participation in the program.  
 
Targeted Learning Outcome: 
Following participation in the Dia de los Muertos Celebration, students will be able to articulate one learned 
aspect about the respective cultural community(ies) presented 
 
Assessment Method: 
The students enrolled in EWS 202 and EWS 402 courses were asked to take the OSLCC Cultural Diversity 
Program Survey the week after the program. The survey asks various Likert scale type and open ended 
questions. In addition to asking students to articulate one learned aspect about the communities represented in 
the Dia de los Muertos Program, it also asks the following questions so that the entire students’ experience is 
captured and the program can be improved: 
 

 Did the program fulfill students’ expectations? 
 Did students learn about diversity issues? 
 Did the program raise students’ cultural and/or social awareness? 
 Did this program increase their appreciation of social responsibility? 
 What did they learn? 

How did this program advance students’ academic skills? 
 Did this program motivate students to build/strengthen their relationship with the campus 

community? 
 Measure students’ understanding of the significance of the Dia de los Muertos Celebration 

 
 
Results: 
Every student surveyed was able to articulate one learned aspect about the respective communities 
represented. Additionally, 37% of students “strongly agreed”, 59% of students “agreed”, 4% of students 
“disagreed” that the Dia de los Muertos Celebration helped them learn about diversity issues. Sixty-one% of 
students “strongly agreed” and 38% of students “agreed” that this program raised their cultural and/or social 
awareness.  
 
Conclusion: 
Overall, the Dia de los Muertos celebration offered a great learning opportunity for the students who were in the 
planning process. Students were able to articulate their learning outcomes, including the one set forth and their 
personal ones. This event has become a community-building for many students and has empowered them to 
continue their involvement with the Chavez Center and/or other campus activities. Students were also able to 
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make clear connections between their course material and the activity. Many students expressed that helping 
plan and execute this program was a learn-by-doing experience. 
 
Implications for Practice: 
Because of the assessment, the Cesar E. Chavez Center for Higher Education (CECCHE) will continue 
involving students in the planning and execution of the event to provide them with hands on experience, which 
can enhance their learning, communication skills, interpersonal skills, multicultural competence, and leadership 
qualities. The CECCHE will continue collaborating with other cultural centers and encourage coordinators to 
connect with topic-related courses to build an altar. This is an opportunity to expand participation from different 
communities. It will also continue to involve main faculty committee members in the development of learning 
outcomes and responsibilities. 
 

 
 


